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Bristow of Kansas,

According to a Lawrence despatch in
the Philadelphia Record the Q'on. Jo-
SEPH LITriLE BRISTOW, Who i8 to Succeed
the Hon. CHESTER 1. LONG as a Senator
in from Kansas, was among
the sages summoned by Governor
STUBBS to “talk over needed reforms.”
One of these “reforms” is the doctoring

. of the Federal courts until they consent |

¢l will on the railroads of the State.
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sanything -was to be expected of the

_ing to officials of the Water Department,
was due to unfamiliarity of the firemen

~writers.  The report of the board’s en-
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“and until it is the question of lower
_insurance rates must remain in abey-
ance. 1

"and by repeated use at fires. Its capac-

p.in West. atreet,
‘discharged more water in a few
{ minutes than has heretofore been used
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“more, for emample, are extinguished by
Zmesns of

L an efficiency frequently exoeeding that

¢ such engines {8 even more apparent

. “Turk party in Constantinople, Salonica,
“@myrna and other Ottoman seaports, a
boyocott, hy the way, which is Being
éxtended gradually to Hungarian and
German

3

. imgurred by Austrian exporters and

 To obtain ths full benefit of the service
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to produce rulings that will enable the |

Kansas Railroad Commission to work |

Hitherto it seems the commission’s
“grders have practically all been nulli-
Wy the Federal courts.”
The railroads,” Mr. BRISTOW is re- |
ed to have said, “contral most of |
the Federal Judges.”
' Did Brrawow say this? “Well, almost

conswmnmate flower of “Senatorial pri-
maries,” the beloved of LA FOLLETTE,
the god - of WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE'S
jdolatry. ; .

Insurance Rates and the Needless
Water Damage at Fires,

At the Walker street fire, one of the
first to provide employment for the high
‘pressure water system, delay was ex-
perienced in getting an adequate stream
from the hydrant. The trouble, accord-

Al

with the use of the valves of the new
type ofhydrant, Nevertheless the con-
flicting explanations given of the inci-
dent left the values of the high pressure
_service in'sufficient doubt to call for in-
'westigation by the Board of Fire Under-

gineers has not yet been made public,

. Meanwhile the complete efficiency
of the high pressure system has now
been established both by service tests

ity was demonstrated at a trial not long
) when eighteen lines

important fires. Fourteen of

were thrown simultaneously

m'the roadway. to the top of a twelve
‘%:ﬂ!ﬁng. while the remaining four
were played with but trifling loss of
power from the roof of the buiiding.

that the pressure through a standpipe
is effective enough to drown out any fire
in the tallest existing skysoraper, in-
oluding the Singer and Metropolitan
towers,

However, the bearing of the high
pressure service on insurance rates is
not altogether favorable. The water
damage which it causes is likely to
offset in large measure the saving it
effects by quick extinction of fires that
have gained some headway and the
guarantee it furnishes against disas-

s conflagration. The high pressure

advantageously except in emergencies.

in the way of lower insurance rates the
fire department must be prevailed upon
to employ chemical apparatus' more
freely than it does. Its use of such
appgratus has been oconfined to dis-
triots ‘'which have no water supply,

chemioal engines are.exten-
employed in most large wities.
78 per cent. of the fires in Balti-

" chemical apparatus, which
combines handiness of operation with

of water, being able to cope with burn-
ing paint, oil, celluloid, alcohol, rubber
and other similar substances.

The use of chemical engines as a main
reliance at ordinary fires throughout
the city was urged last spring by the
Merchants Association and the Board
of<¥Fire Underwriters. The need of

now. Fortunately they are inexpensive
and require comparatively few men.

Austria, Italy and Turkey.

It begins to look as if Austria's high-
handed annexation of Bosnia in defiance
of the Berlin treaty and her stiffnecked
refusal to enter a European conference

 if the validity of the annexation is to be
questioned might prove a mistake from
the point of view of her own interests
and those of Germany,

We have not now principally in
mind the rigorous boycott of Austrian
merchandise organized by the Young

commodities. Not that we!

grould -underrate the pecuniary losses

| ground.

millions of .
It is of course impossibie to hold the
Ottoman Government responsible for
the outoome of a private propaganda
which can be stopped at any hour by a
demonstration of Austria's willingness
to offer some equivalent for Bosnia and
thus to evinoe a modicum of respect for
Turkey's treaty righta, Of far graver
moment is the danget that the outburst
of animosity egainst Austria in Rome
and other Italian urban centres may
render it impracticable for King Yio-
ToR EMMANUEL'S Govefnment to keep
faith with its " of the Triple
Alliance. Whether it 8ven wants to
keep faith would have to be considered
doubtful should the report prove well
founded that not long ago Mr., ISVOLSKY
concluded with Signor TITTONI an
agreement with regard to the interests
of their respective countries in the
Balkan insula.

It should be plain on the face of
things that the Triple Alliance could
not bear the defection of Italy if at
the same time the military force of
Austria should be taxed severely in a
contest with regenerated Turkey, aided
by Servia and Montenegro. The notiok
that Bulgaria would cooperate with
Austria must be disnissed in view of
the counter pressura that would be
exercised at Sofia by Russia. Com-
pelled to face Turkey in her fromt
and to withstand Italian attacks on
the Trentino and Trieste in her rear;
disabled, too, as she would be inter-
nally by the acute disaffection of the
Czechs and the undisguised opposition
of the Magyars to the acquisition of
Bosnia, Austria would scarcely be able
to lend a regiment to her German ally
in the event of a European war. But
how could the German Empire make
head singlehanded against simultane-
ous assaults by Russia and France,
especially now that her enemies would
be backed by the navy and the treasury
of Great Britain? BISMARCK never pre-
tended that she could, and spent years
of his life in riveting to her the allies
which now seem likely to prove per-
fidious or useless.

The situation in southeastern Europe
could be cleared in an hour if the Em-
peror WILLIAM would insist upon the
immediate resumption by the Emperor
FrANCIS JOSEPH, of the governmeént
of tha dual monarchy and upon the
relegation of the heir presumptive,
the Archduke FERDINAND, to the back-
It is he and his tool, Count
AEHRENTHAL, , who have caused all
the trouble, and it is possible that the
venerable Hapsburg sovereign has been
awakened already to the fact, if it is
true that he gave within a day or two
along audience to Count ANDRASSY, who
like all Hu an statesmen deems the
absorption of Bosnia a blunder.

If Emperor WiLLIAM would stretch
forth his arm and bring peace in the
Balkans his ebullition of feeling in
the London Telegraph interview would
quickly be forgotten.

The Black Republic.

In his introduction to “Hayti, or the
Black Republic,” S8ir SPENCER ST. JORN
says that “whilst living in Port au
Prince Don MARIANO ALVAREZ, my
Spanish colleague, remarked to me:
‘Mon ami, if we could return to Hayti
fifty years henoe, we should find the
negresses cooking their bananas on the
site of these warehouses.'” As BST.
JOHN went to Hayti as British Chargé
d'Affaires in 1861 and left'the country
in 1874, the sardonic prophecy of the
Spanish Minister must have been made
from thirty-four to forty-seven years
ago; but Port au Prince is not aban-
doned to land crabs and to blacks sunk
in barbarism—in fact there are more
warehouses, a fine new custom house
and modern school buildings to prove
that the capital, despite the recurrence
of ‘revolutions and lax and corrupt ad-
ministrations, has made some progress
since the day when the Spanish Minis-
ter set a time limit upon its civilization.

The truth about Hayti, the whole
truth, has never been written./ Sr.
JOHN did not draw the color line
spent most of his diplomatio life am
black people, from Borneo to the An-
tillea. He brought to his task of paint-
ing Hayti as it was a design to be just,
but thirteen years of contact with the
tawdry and debasing official life of Port
au Prince, of going up and down its
fetid streets and the uncongenial neces-
sity of equality with its black aristoc-
racy had nauseated him, and he would
haye been more than human if he had
been fair. His book, especially its
chapter on voodoo worship and canni-
balism, has been bitterly resented by
educated Haytians. “Had I listened
to the testimony of many experienced
residents,” wrote the British Minister,
“I should have described rites at which
dozens of Muman victims were sacri-
ficed at a time.” That at least one
case of cannibalism incident to voodoo
worship occurred in Hayti while Sr.
JoHN lived there he proves by court
records—in fact, he testifies to a con-
fession he heard under oath during a
prosecution; but perhaps be lent a too
credulous ear ‘to stories of voodoo
horrors. At any rate the present
Haytian Minister to the United States,
Mr. J. N. LEGRR, énters a sweeping
denial to the charges made by Sir SPEN-
CER 871, JOEN and declares that he “has
related the most extraordinary tales
on no better foundation than hear-
say.” The fact that the State prose-
cuted in the case that supplied S7. JonN
with his most damning evidence indi-
cated that the ocensumption of human
flesh by fetish worshippers was of rare
ocourrende, and plainly the who'e
people should not be indicted for it.

“Iillegal military executions, murder
and pillage, encouraged by the author:-
ties, were the principal episodes of the
next few years,” says St, JOHN, after
bringing the history of Hayti dow= to
the Presidency of General SALOMON in
1870, Perhaps the same arraignment
could ‘be made of the present Govern-
ment. Certainly it has given rebels
and their sympathizers short and bloody
shrift. When we turn to LEGER'S “Haiti:
Her History and Her Detractors” we
find ‘naturally, and perhaps with some
warrant, a defence of the country's

hippers, which already are compyted

administrators and the declaration that

although reforms may mave slowly .
Haytl there is more regard for consti-
tutional government and a better com-
dition of things than Haytlans have
oredit for. “In Hayti,” he says, “there
are to be found a great number of atates-
men, former Ministers, Deputies, Sena-
tors, &eo.,, whose moral soundness is
equal to that of the best statesmen of
the oountries which occaselessly en-
deavor to slander us.” ; '

That the country is sadly misgoverned
by her politiciansthere seems, however,
no reason to doubt, On the otherchand
Hayti pays the interest on her bonds,
encourages education by liberal grants,
protects foreigners, and of late has
welcomed the exploitation of her natural
resources by American, English and
German capital. The hospitality of the
country people, their sterling honesty
and natural kindliness are vouched for
by all travellers who have disregarded
the ogrelike reputation of the people
and penetrated the interior. In the
cities the stranger can always look to
his consulate for protection. In short,
Hayti is not as black as it has been
painted, but we would not venture to
prediot that the feuds of her politicians
will not ultimately compel . interven-
tion for the general good and the in-
terests of other nations.

State Names.

The selection of a name for New
Mexico when that Territory shall be
admitted into the Union om.hnrdly be
marked “urgent,” but some benevolent
and leisurely souls are already writhing
over it, Thus the Hon. ALBERT E.
PILLSBURY would have the future State
called “Lincoln.” The Philadelphia
Press, without  commitiing itself to a
choice, is comically distressed over the
present title of the Territory:

“Mexlco I8 a very fine country In Its way, but
it Is foreign to the United States, one of the Span-
Ish republics of the continent, and there Is some-
thing distasteful in having Its name Incorporated
among the States of the American Union.”

Possibly our tastes are not correct
or delicate, but “New Mexico” doesn't
jar them. Our finical friend must
have sleepless nights over such foreign
and monarch’c reminiscences as “Caro-
lina,” “Virginia,” “Georgia,” “Louisi-
ana”; and as for the States with a
“New,” they are an abomination unto
him: '

“Awerican Commonwealths should have each
its own name, unencumbered by the adjettive
‘New.' New York, New Hampshire and New
Jersey are early errors In State momenclature
that have had no imitators, uniess New Mexlco
shall prove to be one."

8o far as we know the people of these
States—is there anv other American
“Commonwealth” than hiassachusetts’
—are satisfied with the names of them.
Neither the “foreign” nor the “New®
element of their nomenclature worries
them. “New York,” for example, has
a historical continuity, So does “New
Mezico,” though the history of ita fore
part is @0 much shorter. “New Nether-
lands,” the older name of this State,
might have been preferred to its aotual
name by the purists, but for economy's
sake “New York" is better. “York" bare
of its adjective would be too frugal.

Mr. LINCOLN needs no new honor;
and what was New Mexico to him or
he to New Mexico? and New Mexico
id entitled to her name unless she wants
it changed. We wouldn't even change
“Alaska” to “Seward” when the time
comes, although that change would be
no more than just to the prescient
statesman who added to the United
States that realm of ALADDIN and treas-
ure house of the world.. Let the'old
names stand and the passion for inno-
vations in them be left to the Board of
Aldermen and such scholars.

The Serpent in Virginia,

A pestiferous newspaper down in
Virginia has collected some interesting
statistics bearing upon the prohibition
question. There is a probability that
the good people who have the matter
in charge in that State will not long
be contented with the arrangement
under which counties, communities,
&c., may now exercise their own judg-
ment in the matter of liquor, and will
move to obtain the enactment of a law
prohibiting whiskey throughout the
length and breadth of the Common-
wealth, whether the people in given
localities wish it so or not. At present
Virginia is under the rule of local op-
tion; the Richmond News-Leader evi-
dently apprehends that the rule will not
continue to satisly the superier persons
known as Prohibitionists, and has set
about collating figures which will illus-
trate the issues in the contest.

The contention of the good people is
that the elimination of liquor improves
the public morals in the first place and
that as an economic consideration it
enriches the people and adds to the
material prosperity of cities, towns,
communities, &0, They will not deny
perhaps that the use of liquor promotes
good fellowship, to say nothing of hilar-
ity, among misguided individuals, but
all that in their philosophy is not ¢o be
weighed against the righteousness of
the masses, their happiness and sub-
stantial welfare. They insist that the
multitude shall be made virtuous and
opulent. without any reference to their
personal predilections, and the Rich-
mpnd News-Leader, acoepting this stan-
dard of altruism, proceeds to inquire
into the facts. Fortunately for the in-
(erests of the controversy, Virginia has
wet counties and dry counties in almost
equal numbers and of practically equal
populations, and it so happens that
many of the dry counties have been

dry for more than ten years—ocertainly "

long enough to furnish & good working
hasis of comparison with the counties
which have stubbornly remained wet.
The figures are taken from the official
records of the State Auditor and from
the United States census. If the Pro-
hibitionists have any better sources of
information or purer standards of com-
parison—as may well be—they will en-
lighten us in due time. y
Meanwhile, we gather from the News-
Leader that actual results do not justify
the ecstatic but somewhat vague and

the morals of the dry couhties are no
better than the morals of the wet coun-
ties, It discloses no difference between
the two in the matter of publio order
and, presumably, decent behavior. Both
the wets and the drys have improved
during the last ten years, but the drys
have not improved any more than the
wets, - Thirteen of the dry counties sent
thirty-eight conviota to the penitén-
tlary last year. A simflar number ol
wet counties sent twenty-eight. After
ten years of the peace that prohibitionis
supposed to bring and ten years of the
degradation attributed to lquor we
find, the balance of demonstrated virtue
practically equal, though leaning
slightly to the wets. ‘

As regards the economic aspect of
the case we know- of no truer measure
of local prosperity than the amounts
pald intothe State Treasury through the
medium of assessment and taxation.
Looalities contribute to the common
revenue aocording to their condition
and ability. 1f they are opulent they

pay much. If they are pinched or|, .o

behindhand they pay little socordingly.
There are one hundred counties in Vir-
ginia. Thirty-five of them do not meet
experises—that is to say, they receive
from the general treasury more than
they pay in. Twenty-eight of these
counties are dry, and one of these,
8oott, Gbtains from the State Treasury
$0,000 a year, But the fact is that all
the dry counties put together pay into
the State’s strong box $04,900, whereas
the wet counties altogether pay four
times that sum, $395,004.

In other words, the dry ocounties do
not show any superiority as regards
morals, public order and reputable
conduct, while the wet counties furnish
four-fifths of the State’s total revenue,
It is quite conceivable that thé Pro-
hibitionists in combination with the
Anti-Saloon League may concoct some
overwhelming answer to these loath-
some statistics. We hope so, if only
for the gayaty of nations.

The Hon\ WiLrtam M. Ivins continues
to dream of the time when an enlightened
eleatorate shall choose an intelligent gen-
tleman of his intimate aocquaintance for
the office of Mayor of New York.

Undiscouraged by the rebuffs he suf-
fered Jast summer Mr, SeTH Low of this
town does his best to keep his name in
the mind of a forgetful and preoccupied
public. \

Yesterday the Board of Aldermen en-
joyed a vaudeville act in their chamber,
Curiously enough, the entertainment was
supplied by a non-member.

“Yours truly, JouN' L. SULLIVAN," will
wonder what pugilism has come to when
he learns that the lightweight champion
has declined to meet all comers for the
present because he is “writing a book,
building twenty houses,” &c. In Mr,
SULLIVAN'S day prise fighting was a
sport, ' It bas become a profession, suc-
cess in which makes the adept a capital-
{at and opens miny doors of opportunity.
We may yet bave millionairgs whose busi-
ness career began with a k out,

Many an explorer has sounded the
praises of the Wanyamwezi. a people
living in Africa about 400 miles west of
Zanzibar. SyaNLRY wrote that there was
nothing like these natives for caravan
service. Some explorers have waited at
the coast till they could send inland for
the faithful and industrious fellows to
carry their baggage. They are called to
mind just now by the fact that the French
have hired a lot of them to go to the
jeland of Réunion and work on the plan-
tations—the first instance of volunta
migration of natives of Fast Africa
work for wages in foreign lands.

Forty of them were landed at the port
of Jibuti two months ago to await the
steamer for Réunion. They eaid they
had signed a contract to work there Yor
five years at higher wages than they
could command at home. If they were
suited many of their people would follow
them. They did not know where Réunion
is, but they did know that work is to be
‘had there at good pay.

The newspapers in German East Africa
are now calling on the Government to
put a stop to this beguiling of the best
workmen out of the country. Every man
of them, they say. is needed to work on
the rallroads and on the plantations
among the mountains, but the French
have enticed some of them out of, the
most southern port of the colony, and
many more are about ready to sail. Can-
not the Government close the ports sgainet
the exodus and induce Zanszibar to keep
the Wanyamwezi from . leaving Africa
through her gateway?

| The Search for a Howme.

To Tum Boitom om TEE SUN—Sir: Referring
to your story on the comparative costs between
s city flat and a house In the suburbs, I would
ke to ask bow far \ato New Jersey you can com-
mute for $8.756 &« month. Certalnly It ls not Into
& reglon where even the smaliest kind of a house
cet be remted for $22: T mean a house with jm-
provements auch as & persen with a $2,100 sslary
Mving Yo & $45 oity apartment has been sccus-
tomed to. 4

You could not get & aix room “Chicago” flat
for less than 8§25 anywhere In the 84 commuta-
tion some, be It New Jevsey, Long laland or the
wilds of Westchester. The house described In
your article with front porch and other things,
such as a lawn, furnace, &c., necessltating a man

ot 9180 a week, will ;remt at from $40 to $0 &
*mummd;wuvummnbn has

the reputation ©f belng haumted, The writer
would be pleased to jearn where that §8.76 and
$22 point is. Can any of your readers tell ms
spd my fellow suburbanites?
FrED O, ALLEND,
BaYONNE, N, J., Navember 2.

One Eyed Moaguite.
From the London Standard,

Not a few Sarawak mosquitoes woiulld be orthy

of notice as belng peculiar, but space forbids
mention of more than one, Oculeomyla sarawaki,
Like the moaster Cyclops of fable, this mosguito
remarkable In belng one eyed.
The insecct was discovered & year or two ago
by Dr.” Barker, and the curator of the museum
st Kyching considers that this specimen must
be uncommon, as he has never seen another,

A Desert Dawn,

As when of old Mobammed walched the night

Stsr after star hefore the dawn deoline,

S0 now thelé runs a broad and brightening lne
Along the Esst, while toward the zenith helght
Anthdﬂbm:::m bt -
The pligrim jourveying Proohet's shrine;
Now vermedl streaks the skies incarnadine,

And now behold—the sun's ascendent light!

"To burnished bronse the brooding desert burns:
A trople tremor quivers through the alr; -

frresponsible pronunciamentos of the|Te

evangelists. It takes, for example,

twenty-four wet counties and twentye

\
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Thelr Werk Superior to That of Unergan.
lzed Predosessors,

To ram Eviror or Tae Suw—8ir: Wil
you permit an old earpenter of ffty-five
yéars experience an opportunity to answer
“Justitia’s” letter on labor unions in THE
8un of November 207 ’
< When' I entered upon my wpprenticeship
in New York, in 1883, the first house trimmed
with hard weod was built by my employer
at the corner of Fifth avenue and Eighteenth
street. Up' to that time pine was used ex-
olusively 'for bouse trimming. From my
long experience as employee and employer
1 have always found thatithe proportion of
competent and incompetent workingmen
was \sbout the same fifty years ago as
it s now, The Fish mansion, southweet
corner of Becond avenue and Fifteenth
atroet, is & glaring examplie of bad carpéa-
tering in Now York over fifty years ago, It
was a standing joke among the
of the 's0s that it took over a ton of putty to
make the defective jolnta in that house ap-
pear good when painted.

We certalily have splendid examples of
excellent workmanship in our modern office
buildings ‘and residential dwellings. Who
does this work but the efficiant and able
meohanics of to-day? An inspection of the
wood, marble, wrought iron and bronze
work in these bulldings is a delight to one
who knows good workmanship, especially
to one who recalls the painted pinoe trim and
the papered walls of fifty years 4go.

Now, it is thirty-five years since I have
inside of & trade univn meeting room,
o0 I cennot be acoused of being a blind
trade unionist partisan. Prior to the civil
war the mechanio met hie employer “man
to man.” Esgoept the plasterera’ union,
there were no trade unicns of any conse-
auence in New York., A dissatisfied single
man ocould go West, but the married man
had to remain and face the musio. I know
of three carpenter shopéd in one block that
paid three different yates of wages. In
those good old days of the “open shop” it
was the custom of the bose carpenters when
paid in good money by their customers
to go on a Baturday morning.and sell it
in the money exchanges on Chatham
street and the Bowery for wildeat currency
from Tennessee, Kentucky and other
Southern Btates and use it to pay off their
hands on Baturday night. Bometimes this
currency representéd am 8 per cent. dis-
oount off its face value, but the workingmen
of that day did pot dare refuse to accept it.
The only use ¥hey would put it to was to
get rid of it on a Baturday night, either by
selling back to the money broker for a con-
sideration or to purchase something with
it, for fear that the Benk Reporter on the
following Monday morning would announce
that a SBouthern k bad “busted,” which
was 8 usual occurrence.

The civil war and the enaotment of our
national banking law.did away with the
wildodt banks, but the rise in rents and
the price of commodi in the early
‘608, measured by the new currency, left
the workingmen in a sorry plight. They
were foroed to organize, for standing alone
they could accomplish nothing. A con-
stant fight was waged' by orginized labor
for seven years in New York, and that fight
raised their wages from the general $1.50
a day prevailing in 1860 to the $5.50 and $4
rate which prevailed in 1868,

Outside of New York and othér cenires
where trade unions do not exist I have
always found it an easy matter to engage
men in the building trades at $2 a day, but
where the unions exist the standard of
wages is higher and the condition of the
vorkman and his family is better, [t |is
amuging to hear of the idle and incompe-
tent workingman being forced on the em-
ployer. We hire a muan for the labor he has
to sell, and we discharge him if his commod-
ity s not worth the price we paid for it.
The trade union fizes the minimum wage,
but it does not prevent the employer paying
double the rate of the prevalling wage if hs
chooses to do so.

Trade unions may have their faults, but
their faults are outweighed by the benefits
which they have enabled both organiszed
and unorganized labor to enjoy in this coun-
try. If the workingmen of Oty years ago
had pot organized and Inaugurated 1
fight for better wages the condition o
the workers to-day would be little better
than that of the slaves of the th prior
to the war. Teo the organized workingmen
of this country [ look forthat influence over
our State and natione! governments that
will bring about the ensctment of legisla-
tion that will tend toward the improvement
of the condition of all the warkers of Amer-
ica. They have the numbers and they are
organized. Under wise and eficient lead-
ership there is no political party that can
withstand the just demands of the organ-
ired workers of this country. :

d. J. HowrLy, Sr,

BROOKLYN, November 30.

Empleyers Sometimes Respousible for
Inferier Work.

To Tax EpiTor of THE BUN—S8ir: Were
it not for the fact that “Justitia” appears
honest in his queries and charges 'against
trade unionists we could ignere bis absurd
statements, but it seems right among
some misled people to hold workingmen's
organizations responsible for "all the His
that flesh is heir to.” :

Workmen to-duy are not inferior in'skill
or morals, and they are vastly superior to
their predecessors im amount of output,
When work is inferior conditiops are to
blame. The flerce competition compels an
employer to drive his men to the utmost,
and “Justitia®™ must know thatmen cannot
do their best when hurried. Some em-
ployers (rankiy tell their men: “That is too
good. It takes Loo much time. Hurry it
out.” The large number of unemployed
fs the best answer to the charge that an
employer dare not select his men. He is
abeolutely free and unhampered to choose
whom he likes, and nine times out of ten
the steady job goes to the swiftest. There
is not & union in this city that tells an em-
ployer "whom he shall keep or whom heshall
fire.” Why is it that an old man can rarely
find & Job, and at the frst sign of slack
times is the firet to go?

Many workmen deplore the tendency to
“skin" work, purely from selfish motives.
A better class of work would mean longer
jobs and employment for more men, But
let & union attempt to set'a standard of
excellence for the work done by Its mem-
bers and a mighty howl would go up.

AMERIOAN MEROEANIC,

Nuw York, Decomber 1.

-

Cther Jua k.

TO *mE EDITOR OP THE SUN—S8ir: This notice
of procesdings of the Common Pleas Cdurt of
Ross county, Oblo, was published In the Ross
Cownty Register, November 24;

“In the case of W. F. Knox va. Charles Boyles
and Other Junk, plaiatif was given leave to file

instanser.”

Other Junk Is superintendent of the county

lnfirmary. W. M. Dawrwry,
Nuw Yorx, December 1,

Neot Till Streag Drink Is Put Down.

To THRR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: 1s R true
that the Old Guard Is about to d? | had
occasion to pass the armery y and no-
ticed that all the pictures had beea removed from
the wall. HENRY ACKRRMONT,

Nuw Yomrx, November 30.

The P
When as a

of Olvoumstan co.
baby

_NAVY YARD REFORMS,
Censtructer Bewies Sald to Deserve the
, Credit for Them,

To ras Epiton or TEn Suk—8ir: The
letter In Tax Suy of November 20 from
*Retired Ofoer,” which ssy® some nice
things about Assistant Secrelary of the
Navy Newbescy, i» altogether In error in
that it takes from another officer the credit
for reforms in the navy yards, They were
instituted and made effolent long before
Mr. Newberry was in ofice and at a time
when it required great decision of character
and even bravery Lo face the “politiclans”
with tholr influence and pull,

it s as well known in the navy as apy-
thing can be that when Naval Conatruotor
Bowles took charge of his bureau at the
Brooklyn Navy Yard ‘the politiclavs were
almost in complete control. They dic
the appointment of all employees, including
the foreman and msster mechanics, so
that the administration of that department
was little short of a scandal,

1t was Mr. Bowles who had the courage
to lnstitute reformas and to declars that the
Government was entitled to “as  good a
day’s work as was given to private concerns
outside the navy yard,” especially when
the Government was paying the highest
rate of wages in the departments.

Time and again was the Conatructer

dared make such unusual demands upon
his employees, Becretary of the Navy
Herbert was not slow to see the justice of
Mr. Bowlea's pesition and gave bim his
backing and moral support.

Afterward when Mr. Bowles was pro-
moted to be Chief Naval Constructor at
Washington he was enabled to carry hie
reform still further to all the other navy
yards. When Mr. Bowles left the Brooklyn
Navy Yard it was the equal in efMciency and
disciplice to any shipbuildiag plant in this
country. This condition was not main-
tained after Mr, Capps relieved him as Con-
atructor, but rather his troubles with labor
and his avowed position of antagonism to
“war veterans” made it desirable to remove
him to other flelds of duty, fust at the time
when Admiral Bowles resigned as Chief
Constructor to accept the presidency of
the Fore River Bhipbuilding Company at
Quinoy, Mass,

It was considered at Washington to be a
very fortunate circumstance that in this
emergency a vacaney occurred and the
authorities could shift Mr, Capps without
causing , further friction with labor or-
ganizations,

Now it is possible that Mr. Newberry,
having been practically at the head of the
Navy Department for more tham three
years, may have accomplished much that
is to his credit, but it is not uecessary for
his friends \to appropriate, honor which
justly belongs to another. ~All true lovers
of the navy hope for great thingsfrom Mr,
Newberry in bis new position as Secretary
of the Navy, JAMES MCELRATH.

ELi2apETHPORT, N. J,, November 30.

v .
Jehn Marshall en Judieial DMsoretion.

To THE EpiToR or TR Sux—Sir: An
editorie! in TrE SvxN of November 25 quotes
from the Attorney-General's petition for
review of the reversal of Judge Landis in
the Standard Oil case as follows: -

The power and discretion to Impose sehtence Is
& personal power and discretion committed to
the trial Judge and canpot be Peviowed or revised
by any other tribunal. {

Here is what that great expounder of the
Pedersi law John Marghall has to say on
trial Judge diseretion in Osborn vs. Bank of
the United States:

Judiclal pawer. as contradistinguished from the
power of the laws, has no existence, Courtsrare
the mere instruments of the law and can wil
nothing, When they are sald to cxercise a dis-
cretion It 1s a mere legal discretion——a discretion
to be exercised in discerning the course 'pre-
scribed by law: and whed that Is discerned it is
the duty of the court to follow (t. Judicial power
I8 never exercised for the purposc of giving effect
to the will of the Judge; alwavs for the purpose
of giving ¢ffeet to the will of the legislature, or,,
in other words, to the will of the law,

This 1s a ense which even the veriest tyro
Attoroey-Genera! should presumed to
know. . F. Gobparp.

Nrw York, December 1,

Britain's Commander in Chief.

To TAR ED¥ToR or TRR SUN -Sir: The recent
speech of Fleld Marshal Earl Roberts demon-
strates the wisdom of our American Constitution,
which makes the Presideat Commander iu Chlef,
In England the office of Commander in Chief bad
been held by elther the Kiag bhimself orsome
member of'the royal family, as In the case of Will-
lam of Orange and the Duke of York.

On the death of the Duke of York Wellington
was assigned to the position. which he held until
the time of his death, but during his Premlership
he delegated the office to Viscount Hil. On
Wellington's death Lord Hardinge, who Ilke Earl
Roberts had made bis reputation in Indla during
the Sikh war, was made Commander in Chlef
and held the ofMce during the Crimean War, when
he proved himself to be a distinct fallure, He
resigned in 1858, when the Queen’s cousin the
Dike of Cambridge became acting Commander
in Chlef. In 1887 the Duke recelved the patent of
that command. In 135 he resigned, being suc-
ceeded by lord Wolseley. Lerd Roberts was
appolnted In 1901,

The actval Commander in Chief of Great Ritain
Is Mr. Richard Burdon Haldane, who s not sup-
posed to know much about Aighting, but Jike Mr.
Arthur Balfour is an adept #t philosophy, having
taken a first class degree In the same at Edin-
burgh University, :

What Viscount Wolseley, who Is senlor In both
age and military rank to Earl Roberts and was
Commander in Chief from 1595 to 1900, thinks of
the speech of England's “Only Genera]” we are
mot told, but the two philosophers, Mr, Haldane
and Mr. Balfour, together with General Roberts's
former chief, Lord Lansdowne, do not “take much
stock In It." It Is perheps scarcely necessary
to state that In England the King can declare war
without the sanction of Parilament,

AN ANGLO-APORAN,

NEw Youx, December 1,

That “Chauge of Base.!

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Ordinarily
“change” of outlook and demand Indicate merely
a normal development and growth. With this
well in mind perhaps the reproachful “A. B, H.,”
Wwho to-day holds forth in your columns, may feel
less annoyance that the early woman suffragists
asked: first for equal legal rights In their own
clilldren and control of the money they earned—
and later for citizenship,

And are all the unions of wage earners and
“lesgues of self -supporting women" and so forth
who go to the Legislatures demanding the vote
but “the idie rich” masquerading In thelr “quest
for amusement”? If so the disgulse Is perfect.

Judge Ben Lindsey closes his speech upon wom -

an's suffrage In the follewing words: “We have In
Colorado the most advanced laws of any State
for the care and protection of the home and the
children—the very foundation of tire republic.
These laws In my opinion would not exist at this
time If It were not for the powerful influsnce of
woman suffrage which at all times has been back
of them and those who have falthtully adminis-
tered them.* \
7 May I suggest to your correspondent that the
Ameriean women who “are %00 busy” to concern
themselves in the above directions have po call
for self .complacency? GERALDINE Boupinor,

NEW YORK, November 80,

Tragedy of the Law,

To TR EDJTOR OP THE SUN—Sir: You speak
of lawyers among others applylng for jobs on the
police force. I am too old to apply. QOwing to
a trolley accident which fractured my skull some
years ago I am down and out, baving lost my grip
on practice. . What ls left for me? 1am b0,

and falrly healthy, and can find nothing to do,

There is not enough law business for ope-third
of the lawyers of New York. The Law Journal
.6 filled dally with advertisements from lawyers
of ten years and less practice who want clerk-
ships In lsw offices. An advertisement for a law-
yer for & collection agency the other day brought
o :m has jost his gri h!

A lawyer P on his professio
b off than an unskdlied laborer, who can
get some employment every day 1% Is no use
A0 say “there is room at the t0p.* The “oh” Is
crowded to-day.

L A B A A s

summoned to Washington to tell why he'

"

-, ‘L.‘
e T a.u;-d'" }r‘ LAy
e il e Mu.‘-;‘.

NORWIOE SWANS:

Semeo Cygnets From & Venerable
Swannery Sent to America,

From the Norteich Eastern Daily Preg,

On Batusddy last five pairs of oygmee
were sent from the swan pit conneoted wigh,
the Great Hospital in Bishopgate stres; to
Hull, from which they were forwardeq to
New Y ork, These birds were rearad op oy
Norwich River, and since August |
the great swan upping time, thay have
bad their home o the famous "Swannery,*
the origlnal of which was undounted|y
founded by the monks,

The present swan pit was restored apq
improved in 1703, Here, under the SUper-
intendence of the master of the hospity
Mr. A. E, W, Bacon, the birds, broughy in
in August belonging to the corporatioy

)

tated [ and hospital, are cared for until they are

sold, to become, with thelr snow whiie
plumage and dignified bearing, the inhgp).
tants of some ornamental waters; or {p, the
full richness of & dish 'that kings and nobles

ve for centuries enjoyed to graoce the

lo ?t some grand fubotion, The firgg
3 im to the purchass of & oygnet is cop.
ned to of the corporation op

mon‘bor‘ f th
o hathor Shis priviiage ta fo"pers, bus
thﬂugluoﬂ%oube :"rz‘%:s‘o

take ndu':r :'or it, with th

to exerci
to dispose of them borors:zf,l.

a ol Fobruu;r. ¢ N

gnets are in season fro ov
feifasdcF ety Rt T
P,

this month that N t%o:h X o 18
cuted, some being sent to those who
them for thelr own table and some .."3?'.2
ts to friends at adistance. A post card to
the master ures the one or the other
without an urther trouble beyond the
puymentc: t.ll:a.uooo nt. Somenkmu .3
many n v PaC
sent, oj.ln a day. ??JR?;';%‘% t% th:dm':q.
belonging to the corporation and hospita]
cygnets are sent here to be fattened by vap(.
guo owlnorl in Norfolk. This year birds

ave also '|celyeu Iro tne coun
Durham !!Io tM- rpose, by ol
bWhon; e::bl l.{:’rmaalvt 9

ave no further care bey 6 send|
the master of the hospita &ae names an?i‘u‘ie
dreases of the fortunate persons who are to
be the recipients of their favor. These lists
are sent in about a fortnight before Christ.
mas, and the birds are despatohed to peopis
of notuln various parts. C(ueen Victoria
was oflen remembered, an ing Edward
has been the recipient of saveral fine hirds,
To insure the bringin g out of the full richnass
of the dish a printed pe, containing
the elaborate precautiong necessary, {s sent
out with each bird. and those who desirs
to become more Intimately acquainted with
the habits and taste cygnets should call
on the master of the hospital, who has gt
presént over forty birds in the swan pit,

THE “OHRISTMAS NUMBER»

Concocted in June, Dished Up'in Novem.
ber, it Gives One Reader a Pam,

To THE EpiTOR OF THE BUN—Sir; The
Christmas magazines certainly do not re.
flect any great credit on their editors,
Maybe it is the best they could get, but |
doubt it. Most of the flction rins on the
same old lines. The poetry is, of course,
peculiar and mostly unintelligible. Good,
honest, = ble, pleasant feeling and

kindly fun is almost entirely absent.
*Are we getting oo old for ghost stories?
Don‘t'we like good natured satire? Wouldn't
we sooner have A,lprlnklinn. at all events,

of funny ve on than
S SIS Sinstd " TIhIn thay. those
are tres to ped_ pic-
tures wi . I ac-
e it :u

kg:'t'o(d‘,hrin t ly the old id
abon mas, surely the o eas
can be worked up in a fresh wai ¢

In_this partioular English monthlies
ave far -begd of us. ¥ seem to throw
reserve to the winds, abd thoroughly enjoy
I i BB L L
ng.of our m mething o
wﬁh this. To me the man who abtrudes an
evening nev:ptmr on my view when go-
ing downtown at 8:30 A, M., while I have just
begun (o peruse my morning SUN, i3 worse
than a vandal. ; OLp Foory,
* NeEw Yorg, December 1,

most of the orders are eye.

the owners

Coal in Chima. :

From Da@ly Consular and Trade Reports,
There |s considerable activity among the people
of south China, especlally in the Fa-Yuen dis-
trict, not far from Canton, in regard to the open-
Ing of coal mines, It §s belleved that thete are
vast mineral resources in the Kwangtung Prov-

{ Ince, and it is sald that strong appeals are being

made to the authorities for peymission to develop
these resources. In Kwaugs! it I8 belleyed there
are also mineral resou: and the government
of that proviace some fHime ago appointed a
spécial eommissioner to visit the United States
to Investigate commerelal affairs, who was ao-
companied by three wealthy merchants. Tbls
commission was charged specially with the
study of methods In vagious mineral produciag
districts of this country, and ft Is expected thet
upon the retumm of the commission to Chins the
work of developing mines In Kwangs! will be
undertaken, i

The German crulser In castern Asla
has been trying Chinese codl with satistactory
results. e use of Chinese coal would reproseat
a considerable economy, as German and British
coal is very dear, owing to the oost of transpory
to the far East, The Hungchan (Chiness) coal
Is reported to be of good quality and is appare
enly sultable as a substitute for Westphallan
or Cardiff coal, At the end of June the price of
Cardfff coal at Shanghal ranged from 0.7 t4
$12.16 a ton: Australian coal was at §.90 to
#.24; Japanese cosi, §5.546 W0 §6.05; and Shangs
tung coal, $4.13 to $5.85 & ton.

Missourian’'s Perstmmen Varm.,

annual

years ago Mr. Evans was walking through
abandoned field In eastern Jacobson county whea

persimmon tree/ and being a bore
ticulturist he saw that it differed somewhat from
the ordinary wild perstmmon, * He took some
sclons or sprouts from {¢ and planted them on bis %
farm in Clay county, just across the river. From
these shoots he took others until he now has M
fine bearing trees, the frult of which 15 sald to be
the largest and finest flavored of native Ameriosn
persimmons. The frult is about as large as »
California plum and finds a regdy sale in Kansss
City at 30 cents a basket, The 200 trees yleid an
Income of $1 or more a tree each year,

Automoblile and Carriage Indastry.
From Dafly Consular and T'rade Reports.
The exportation of automoblles and parts from
the United States for the fiscal year ended June

80, 1008, amounted to $5,277,847, against $5 502,24
the previous twelve months. An offielal of the
American Motor Car Manufacturers Assoclation -
states that 52,000 motor cars, with a value of
$105,000,000, were produced in this country in the
calendar year 1907, compared with sales of oaly.
$4,000,000 in 1008. The turnout this year will be
about the same as In 1907, but next year's produc-
tion will possibly reach 75000 cars. The same
officlal adds that In addition te these vehicles
for the past five or six years a mlllion buggles
have been made and sold by .American bullders
annually. ‘The exportation of carplages, buggies
and wagons amounted to $4,080,784 for the year
ended Jume 30, 1008, against $4,217.377 for the
\prqvlonl fiscal year.

1

A Gladetone Buil.
From the London Globe.

Mr. Gladstone was once gullty of an amusing
bull in a debate on the question of disestablish.
ment, Dilating on the hold held on the affections
of the people by the Chiurch of England he sald:
*When ap Engilshman wants to ges married, 0
whomdoeshe go? To the parish priest. When be
wants his child baptized, to whom does he go!
To the parish priest. When he wants to get
buried, to whom does he go!” The House an-
swered with a roar of laughter, In which Mr
Gladstone himself jolned, adding: “As I was cons
trasting the En Churoh with the Irish, a buk
is perbaps ble.”

Ne Flirting at Glasgow Univacsies
From the London Evening Standord.

The senate of Glasgow Unlversity has (ssved
an order that girl gradustes are not to converss
inside the clolsters with the Students of the othet
sex. The girls much resent this action as s
croaching upon their freedom. To enforce the
order the senate hus established a woman censor,
whose appearance in the clolsters was the signsl
for a reception which was by no means cfrusive.
The girls declare they themselves are quite capable ¥,
guardians of thelr bearts anoll threaten to refuse
to enter the olassrooms if such an Indigniiy 18
persisted In.

Pessimigm Approved.

To THR EDITOR OF THA SUN—Str; That lettef
In this morning's SUN, "Decision of & Pessimist,
contains more good sense than I bave found id
sermons or |8 newspaper editorjals for many &
day. Jauns W, FIrck

Nuw Yoax, November 0§~ -




